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July 12, 2007

Florida Plan Will Focus on Emissions and Climate
By FELICITY BARRINGER

Gov. Charlie Crist of Florida has drafted a series of executive orders to slow climate change and cut the

state’s emission of heat-trapping gases by more than 25 percent, to 1990 levels, over the next 18 years. By

2050, the goal is to cut emissions to one-fifth of those levels.

One order would require state officials to find ways to cut emissions from tailpipes and smokestacks.

Another would set new energy-efficiency standards for state buildings and cars and require that 20

percent of the state’s electric power eventually came from renewable sources “with a strong focus on solar

and wind energy.” Current federal calculations show that Florida gets 2 percent of its electricity from such

sources, down from 2.9 percent in 1990.

Whether Mr. Crist, a popular Republican, can single-handedly mandate strict new controls on electric

utilities and other industries remains to be seen.

At least one major initiative on Mr. Crist’s agenda — copying California’s requirements for reducing

vehicle emissions — could not take effect under current federal regulations because Florida is not eligible

to adopt such strict rules. Also, the orders of one governor can be nullified by a successor and may provide

problematic underpinnings for policies reaching four decades into the future.

Mr. Crist’s moves are intended to put him and his state in the company of Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger of

California, Gov. Jon S. Corzine of New Jersey, Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg of New York and other state

and local officials who have taken steps to slow climate change and moved into a regulatory arena the

Bush administration has largely shunned.

Congress is considering a variety of climate-change measures, but none have the support to be enacted.

Florida, with 18 million people, is the country’s fourth-most-populous state. Its low landscape makes it

particularly vulnerable to rising sea levels and dangerous storms that might result from warmer air and

oceans. Many homeowners already face difficulties getting insurance.

Legal experts for the Legislature, which is out of session until next year, have begun examining Mr. Crist’s

proposals.

The governor’s office has released drafts of three executive orders, to be signed this week at the end of a

state-sponsored climate-change conference. They rely on the authority of the state’s environmental laws

http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/printer-friendly&pos=Position1&camp=foxsearch2007-emailtools02d-nyt5-511278&ad=SUN_88x31.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2Fsunshine
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/felicity_barringer/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/national/usstatesterritoriesandpossessions/florida/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/globalwarming/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/s/arnold_schwarzenegger/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/c/jon_s_corzine/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/michael_r_bloomberg/index.html?inline=nyt-per


7/13/07 2:53 PMFlorida Plan Will Focus on Emissions and Climate - New York Times

Page 2 of 2http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/12/us/12florida.html?ref=science&pagewanted=print

state-sponsored climate-change conference. They rely on the authority of the state’s environmental laws

and expand the reach of these laws.

Nonetheless, Mr. Crist made it clear in an interview yesterday that he was an enthusiastic recruit to the

state-by-state push on climate issues that has been midwifed by major environmental groups like

Environmental Defense and the Natural Resources Defense Council.

Mr. Crist said he did not expect serious opposition from utilities in Florida, where 28 percent of the

electricity is produced by coal, a fuel that produces high levels of heat-trapping gases. Florida regulators

have recently rejected two proposals for coal-fired plants.

“I’ve been pleasantly surprised by people in the utility industry wanting to explore wind and solar and

nuclear,” Mr. Crist said in a telephone interview. “That’s very encouraging to me. They see what’s

happening and the momentum and energy behind this issue” which, he said, is “moving like a

juggernaut.”

Environmental officials embraced Mr. Crist’s actions. Fred Krupp, president of Environmental Defense,

said, “With Governor Crist saying he’s in favor of real caps that guarantee emissions go down, it adds

momentum to the effort to get Congress to get off the dime and catch up with the states.”

Mayco Villafana, a spokesman for Florida Power & Light, the state’s biggest utility — and a unit of a

business that is one of the country’s main wind-power developers — said “we applaud the governor” and

added, “It appears right now that coal is not the energy source that regulators or the governor are looking

at.”

But the enthusiasm of a major business lobbyist was muted.

“We want to support the governor as much as we can,” said Barney Bishop, chief executive of the

Associated Industries of Florida. “But what will it cost? Are citizens and businesses willing to pay for that?

Is it going to make us uncompetitive?”
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